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Moving Forward
The much-anticipated one-mile extension of the McKinney
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Avenue trolley is nearing completion, and we expect it to
open

to the public in January or February. The new track extends

from the corner of Olive St. and McKinney Ave. down Olive

Street – through the heart of the Dallas Arts District and into
the

Central Business District at Olive and Federal streets, near

Earl Leeson, a fixture
on the trolley lines
who is well recognized
by regular riders, has
been with MATA for 23
years of its 25-year
existence. Leeson
joined as a volunteer
motorman in 1991 - a
time when the
neighborhood was still
a bit rough around the
edges and wasn't even
called Uptown yet. His
presence at the helm
of a trolley has
become part of the MLine brand.

DART’s St. Paul Station.

The Olive Street extension marks the continuing evolution
of

the M-Line -- from tourist attraction to functional mode of
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the M-Line -- from tourist attraction to functional mode of

transportation. Already, many commuters use it each day,

particularly Uptown residents who work downtown; the
trolley

will very likely now take them closer to their destinations.
The

track and electrical systems are designed to be compatible

with modern streetcars. Additionally, the segment includes
a

new stop at Klyde Warren Park -- on Olive Street, which

Tom Persch has been
a member of the
MATA board for 15
years, and has served
on the Executive
Committee for 10 of
those. For a one and a
half year period, he
was MATA's managing
director, and he is
currently Vice
President of Special
Projects. He has
spearheaded
numerous initiatives,
such as the
remodeling of parts of
the car barn. During
his time with MATA,
Persch also has
served as an in-house
historian, curating a
large library of
photographs and
factoids not only
MATA's history, but
the history of
streetcars in Dallas.

transects the popular public space. The opening of the
park
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park

spurred a significant surge in the M-Line’s ridership.

Back on Track
A new vintage streetcar (Betty) has been put into
service for the first time in decades, and one that
suffered damage is back on the M-Line.

Doug Nichols also has
been on the MATA
board for 15 years,
and sat on the
executive committee
for 10. For a year, he
was Chairman of the
Board - the only
person to hold that
position in MATA's
history besides Phil
Cobb. He currently
serves as treasurer.
He and his wife Kari
are a kind of social
hub for MATA and
friends of MATA,
hosting luncheons,
Christmas parties and
the like in their historic
house on Fairmount
Street.

And Petunia, who had one of her ends clipped off
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by
a cement truck (there were no injuries), has now
been
fixed up and is as good as new. She's back in the
game!

Look for both of these cars up and down the lines.
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They bring MATA's rolling stock up to five cars - the
most in its history.
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