Twenty-Five Years on the Move

It was 25 years ago that the M-Line was formed by Phil Cobb and Ed Landrum. At the time, the area around McKinney Avenue was only
a shadow of its future self – the avenue itself was dotted with popular and well-regarded restaurants and clubs, but the surrounding
neighborhood remained somewhat sketchy, perched at the very beginning of a remarkable, decades-long upward surge. West Village
was still a patch of weeds, and there were certainly no heritage trolleys making their way up and down McKinney Avenue – not until
July 22, 1989 that is. That was the M-Line’s first day of service. Today, the M-Line is the emblem of perhaps Dallas’ most vibrant
neighborhood – and our fleet and the line itself continue to grow. Amid a profusion of urban-style development, the M-Line expanded
its route in 2002 northward from Hall Street to the bustling West Village, where it connects with DART Rail’s Cityplace Station. We are
currently expanding soon in the other direction, as well, connecting riders even closer to the burgeoning Arts District and forging a
another connection with DART Rail. A couple of years before his unfortunate passing in 2012, Ed Landrum sat down with Phil Cobb to
reminisce about the forming of the McKinney Avenue Trolley Association. Here is an excerpt from that conversation.

PHIL: In the early 80s, I was chair of the neighborhood association, and we decided to tear the asphalt
from McKinney Avenue to expose the original brick and give the strip a little atmosphere. When we did,
we discovered there were old streetcar tracks there, as well. They seemed pretty well intact, as far as I
could tell.

ED: I saw Phil in the paper, talking about the street restoration project, and he mentioned those tracks.
Well, I’m a fourth-generation railroader, and I grew up in Dallas right along a streetcar line. I knew exactly
which line it was they’d uncovered; I knew there was an opportunity there, and I called him pretty much
right away. I invited Phil to come to my house.
PHIL: When Ed told me the tracks could be used for another 60 or 70 years, my ears perked up. Then
he ran some old film he had; it was the last day the trolleys were in service, in 1956. The footage showed
a trolley going down McKinney, and as I began to recognize some of the buildings – a couple of which I
owned – I sort of had an epiphany.
ED: From that point on we’d meet once or twice a month, and we incorporated the McKinney Avenue
Transit Authority the next year, in 1983. However, it was six more years before the trolleys started
running.
Meanwhile, we refurbished the car barn, which was no small feat. We were in the middle of raising the
roof by eight feet, only to discover that the building isn’t precisely square; it took about a week with a
crane playing “musical steel trusses” to get it all back together again.
It was also during the 1980s that I acquired the three streetcars that would be our entire fleet when we
first got going.
PHIL: At first, it was just Ed and me scheming and dreaming. But in the years leading up to our opening,
we really gained a lot of political and financial support. By the time the trolleys started rolling in 1989, we
had gotten federal grants and the Dallas City Council was foursquare behind us. We had raised a fairly

substantial amount of private capital. Everyone was giving us the green light.
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If you love cake – and who doesn’t – Saturday, July
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19, would be a great time for you to catch the M-Line.
In honor of our 25th anniversary, numerous
restaurants in and around Uptown will be contributing
a cake creation for a contest to be judged by MATA’s
own panel of “cake experts.” The real winners will be
our riders, who will be treated to free cake throughout
the day.

In the first half of the 20th century, trolleys were a
familiar sight throughout North Texas. The Texas
Electric Railway, which ran the streetcars in Dallas,
also operated the city systems in Waco and
Waxahachie. Pictured here is a Stone and Webster
in downtown Waco in July 1946. The car is very
similar to the M-Line’s Green Dragon car.

In Memory of Arnie Paddock

On Tuesday, May 27, a gathering of MATA staff and family had a small ceremony at the line’s current downtown terminus honoring motorman
Arnie Paddock, who passed away in 2012.
One of the most beloved motormen in MATA’s history, Paddock worked weekends -- prime time for out-of-towners and tourists. He peppered
his route with a trademark blend of droll observations, wide-ranging historical tidbits and snappy quips.

He especially delighted in engaging foreign tourists, whom he often surprised with his knowledge of their home countries and cities – for
instance, the history of streetcars in a town in Brazil. “Every time I ride the trolley in Dallas, I travel the world,” he was fond of saying.
Paddock’ ability to entertain and to draw passengers out of their shells to have an interactive, fun experience will continue to be missed at
MATA.
Following a MATA tradition, the trolley stop at the current terminus near St. Paul and Ross has been renamed “Arnie Paddock,” and will be
referred to as such in all radio transmissions between motormen and headquarters.

	
  

